


9 THINGS EVERY LANDLORD 
NEEDS TO KNOW IN 2020
We have been observing some of 
the major legal changes that could 

landlords in the future and reviewing 

changes with tax relief rules, there 
are a number of things that landlords 

have created this useful guide to 

Landlord or investor reading this 

recent changes) and take further 

 

  (Installation         
 and Use) Regulations 1998 &  

The Regulations:
These regulations came into force 

on landlords, agents and contractors 
who are dealing with the rental of the 

The following items must be safe:

The following checks must also be 
done:

Penalties:

result of the regulations not being 
adhered to, a more serious charge 

 The Smoke and 
  Carbon Monoxide  

 (England) Regulations 
  2015

The Regulations:
These regulations came into 

ensure that working smoke alarms 
and carbon monoxide alarms (if 

to install at least one smoke alarm 

room containing a solid fuel burning 

1

2
We would like to take this 
moment to thank all the NHS 
& key workers who are saving 
lives whilst putting there own 
lives at risk. Please everyone 
keep safe, stay home safe 
lives.



Whilst carbon monoxide alarm 

install at CO alarm where there is a 

Penalties:
If a landlord does not install the 

 

 Standards in the   
 Private Rented Sector  
 (England) Regulations 2020

The Regulations:
New regulations were introduced 
in 2020 for England and came into 

regulations set new standards of 

egulations also state that a landlord 

The following must also be noted:

 housing authorities to enforce the  

Penalties:
Proven breaches of the Regulations 
can result in the local housing 

:
Whilst the above regulations do not 

will be maintained in a safe condition 
that will not cause harm to the 

to the landlord being sued for 

 EPC 

 & MEES   

 
 Standards)

There is no need to obtain a new 

of the number of tenancies in that 

(England and Wales) Regulations  

rented domestic and non-domestic  

Penalties:

three months in breach of the MEES 
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to 20% of the ratable value, with a 

 

 (HMO)

but share facilities such as the 

renting out a large HMO in England 

as a large HMO if all of the following 

• Some or all tenants share toilet,  

Restrictions and Conditions:

You must make sure:
- The house is suitable for the 

 
  an agent- is considered to be  

 have no criminal record or breach  
 of landlord laws or code of   

You must also:

- Ensure that all other council  

Penalties:

 

 Licensing

Please note that certain local councils 
require the landlord to obtain a license 
to rent out their property.

whether a license is needed before 

 Legionella and 
  Landlord’s    

What is legionella?

 
What must landlords do?
Landlords must assess and control 

Control measures can include:

• Ensure cold water tanks have a  

 
  ensure water is stored at the  

• Hot water should be stored at 
  60oC or higher and should be  

• Cold water should be stored and  

Communication:
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NOTE: The hot water should be set 

be advised to not interfere with the 
settings on the boiler or hot water 

What can tenants do?

or student accommodation left 

However, tenants should be advised 

Testing:
Most landlords can assess the 
risk themselves and do not need 

However, landlords can arrange 

this service and we can refer a 

does not recognise a ‘Legionella test 

checks:

of care to ensure that the risk of 

 

 

 Regulations 1988 &   

The Regulations:
These regulations were introduced 

The regulations cover the following 

furnishings):
• Beds, headboards, mattresses  

• Garden furniture suitable for use  

• Bed covers, including mattress  

 (as long as it has not been re- 

Standards:

furniture:

 resistance’ test or, in some cases,  

These tests mean that if a lighted 
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Penalties:

seeing that the regulations are 

 New Tax Rules
 

Landlords could claim tax relief on 

fees, as well as fees incurred on 

with claimable tax relief reduced to 

In 2020-2021 landlords will not 

will receive a 20% tax credit on their 

tax bracket and now include 
landlords who will have to declare 

Changes To Private Residence Relief 

residence relief means that landlords 
will lose nine month’s-worth of 

residence relief for all the time 

that was once their main home will 
see the £40,000 worth of letting relief 

Contact Us

 

  London,
  NW6 1DS

T:  020 3544 4444
E:  
W: 

We believe the above information 
to be correct at the time of writing 

and investors should consult an 
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